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Abstract 
The 21st Century is far removed from the Church of Acts Chapter 2 in the 1st Century A.D., 

further still from the days of Abraham, Isaac, King David and Solomon. So, what do the ancient 
texts have to tell us about our world today? Join us in answering the questions so many people 

who study the Bible have.  
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Introduction 

The following notes are written with a deep sense of humility for having 

been asked to respond to specific questions of the Christian faith that have 

come  through the individual study of Scripture. In the midst of so 

many competing systems of belief in today’s world.,there is little chance 

that someone could try to study the Bible and not be confused. The 

confusion comes not because of the text, but because of the ways in which 

different people have interpreted it.  This monograph is written in 

conjunction with our work with True North Ministry whose 

fundamental verse is “Trust in the Lord with All Your Heart and 

Lean Not on Your Own Understanding and He Shall Direct 

Your Paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6. We welcome your use of this material. 

We must request,, however, that any copying, reprinting or distribution 

of this material please obtain the written permission of True North 

Ministry. To obtain permission, contact TNM at:  True North 

Ministry 1700 California Avenue Louisvilld Ohio 44641 USA.

        ~Dr. Ross L. Riggs 
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The Bible, the most ancient text so completely preserved, is known by most as having an Old 

Testament and a New Testament but others know it by other names. The Hebrews, the beginning 

of the Jewish nation came to know what Christians call the Old Testaent as the TNK or TaNaK 

(with vowel pointers) also spelled TaNaKh.  “The Tanakh is the canon of the Hebrew Bible. It is 

also known as the Masoretic Text or Miqra. The name Tanakh is an acronym of the first Hebrew 

letter of each of the Masoretic Text's three traditional subdivisions: Torah, Nevi'im and Ketuvim 

—hence TaNaKh. The name "Miqra", meaning "that which is read", is another Hebrew word for 

Tanakh. The books of the Tanakh were relayed with an accompanying oral tradition passed on by 

each generation, called the Oral Torah.”i 

The Torah or the Law consists of the first five books of today’s ‘Old Testament Bible.’ Here they 

are listed with their Hebrew, Greek and English names. Beginning with the creation of the world 

and through the wilderness wanderings of the Jews following God’s rescue of them from four 

hundred and thirty years of captivity in Egypt. This followed Joseph’s (the youngest son of Jacob 

) reign as regent and the raising up of Moses almost five centuries later to rescue the people and 

take them to the Promised Land which is current day Israel and additional parts of the Middle 

East. It is believed that Moses was the author of all five books. 

ְּב) .1 ֵר א ִׁש  Bərē’shît) - Genesis / תי
 Exodus - (Shemot / תומש) .2

 Leviticus - (Vayikra / ארקיו) .3

4. ( (rabdiməB / במדבר- Numbers 

יד) .5 רב בר  Dəvārîm) - Deuteronomy / םי

 

The Nevi’im or the books of the prophets cover the time frame of Joshua’s leading the people of 

Israel from the wilderness into the Promised Land until the time that Judah is taken captive into 

Babylon in 609 BC. (The ten northern tribes – Israel – had been in captivity by Assyria since 722 

BC) The Neviim does not include Chronicles which covers the same time period of Ruth which 

occurred during the Babylonian Captivity. The following are the eight books of the Neviim (which 

in today’s Old Testament would be seperated out as 21 books: 

הְי) .6  Yĕhôshúa‘) - Joshua / ְּיעֻשֹו
 Judges - (Shophtim / דיטפוש) .7

ש) .8 מּואְׁ  Shmû’ēl) - Samuel (I & II) / לי

 Kings (I & II) - (M'lakhim / דיכשמ) .9

ּו) .10 יְר ְי  Yĕsha‘ăyāhû) - Isaiah / יילי

ּו) .11 יְר מי  Yirmyāhû) - Jeremiah / יברי

יאש) .12  Yĕkhezqiēl) - Ezekiel / ייֵיקיקְׁ

13. The Twelve Prophets (רשְ ירת)  

a. ( ְי  Hôshēa‘) - Hosea / ְ לְׁ

b. (ש  Yô’ēl) - Joel / י אְׁ

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Genesis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Exodus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leviticus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Numbers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deuteronomy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Joshua
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Judges
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Books_of_Samuel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Books_of_Kings
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Isaiah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Jeremiah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Ezekiel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Hosea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Joel
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c. (מ ע ְר  / ‘Āmôs) - Amos 

d. ( יְר די  Ōvadhyāh) - Obadiah‘ / ְָבי

e. (  Yônāh) - Jonah / י נְר

f. (ְיכר  Mîkhāh) - Micah / מב

g. (נייּוד / Nakḥûm) - Nahum 

h. (ביבּוק  Khăvhakûk) - Habakkuk/ יּו

i. ( נייְר פי  Tsĕphanyāh) - Zephaniah / הי

j. (גיי  Khaggai) - Haggai / יי

k. ( יְר רי  Zkharyāh) - Zechariah / קיכי

l. (י שיְכב  Mal’ākhî) - Malachi / מי

 

The Nevi’im include the times of the early Kings including King Saul, David and Solomon. Each 

book of the prophets carries the name of the author in its title. The third and final portion of the 

TaNaKh is the Ketuvim ("Writings") which are sometimes also known by the Greek title 

"Hagiographa" and consists of eleven books. These encompass the remaining books, and include 

the Five Megillot (Five Scrolls). They are sometimes divided into such categories as Sifrei Emet 

 ,of Psalms, Proverbs, the "wisdom books" of Job ("literally "Books of Truth ,אמב ספְִּׁ)

Ecclesiastes, and Proverbs, the "poetry books" of Psalms, Lamentations and Song of Songs, and 

the "historical books" of Ezra-Nehemiah and Chronicles.  (Proverbs is included in two categories 

depending upon which author is presenting the material.) 

When you take the books of the Old Testament together you have thirty-nine books and, 

depending upon which scholar you follow, there are about twenty-five different authors with 

Moses writing five (the Torah as previously described), Solomon writing three, (Psalms as the 

writer of many Psalms and compiler of others; Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon), Jeremiah with 

two (Jeremiah and Lamentations). Some claim Moses wrote Job others an unknown author, the 

books of First and Second Chronicles; First Kings and Second Kings each with one author or a 

compilation of historical editors. The writings range in speculation to as early as 1341 BC for the 

writings by Moses and some believe Job to be even earlier.  

THE NEW TESTAMENT 

The twenty-seven books of the New Testament were all written between 33 A.D. and 96 A.D. 

inasmuch as they were all written after the death of Christ in 33 A.D. and before the turn to the 

2nd Century A.D. within the lifetime of the Apostles. All of the New Testament books were written 

by Apostles of Christ with the exception of the book of James, written by James, the brother ii of 

Christ and head of the Jerusalem church; plus the unknown writer of  Hebrews. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Amos
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Obadiah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Jonah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Micah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Nahum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Habakkuk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Zephaniah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Haggai
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Zechariah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Malachi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_Megillot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalms
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Proverbs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Job
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecclesiastes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Proverbs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalms
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Lamentations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Song_of_Songs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ezra-Nehemiah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Books_of_Chronicles
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THE COMPLETED CANON OF CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE 

The Bible as the Scriptures are known in Protestant and Evangelical Christian circles is made up 

of sixty-six books written over a period of at least 1,500 years by thirty-three human authors. The 

‘canon’ was considered complete by early church councils. The approved Roman Catholic Bible 

has what is known as apocryphal writings. The Protestant, Christian and Evangelical churches 

have included only those books in the canon under the specific requirements that they have 

evidence of divine authorship, bring glory to God and advance the progressive revelation of God 

to His creation and be found to have evidence within the earliest and best manuscripts.  There 

are two points that should be brought forth at this point, the Qum-ran Scrolls and divine 

authorship. 

The Qum-ran Scrolls, also known as the Dead Sea Scrolls were first found by a shepherd in 1946 

in the caves near the Dead Sea where it is believed a Jewish sect, (Essenes), hid them prior to the 

destruction of the Second Temple in Jerusalem in 70 A.D. Some scrolls date to as early as 408 B.C. 

The key point is that in the 972 scrolls found between 1946 and 1956 of the Hebrew TaNaKh, 

when compared with the modern translations of the Old Testament, there are no appreciable 

differences. Proof that God has preserved His Word down through the centuries and millennia.  

DIVINE AUTHORSHIP 

A letter of the Apostle Paul to a young pastor named Timothy includes this statement, “All 

Scripture is given by God and is profitable for doctine, reproof, correction and instruction in 

righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16 KJV). This is a solid text that clearly states God’s hand is in the 

writing of Scripture. Additional texts refer to the Holy Spirit who directed men to write in their 

own personal styles the truths of Scripture that God wished to have conveyed. There is a 

distinction made by Scripture itself that God did not mechanically dictate His word but rather the 

Holy Spirit inspired men to write. The word that is translated ‘inspired’ in actuality refers to ‘God-

breathed.’ 

Paul in writing to the Church in Thessalonica uses the termminology the Word of God indicating 

that their message was not of men. “For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because 

when you received the Word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word 

of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.” (2 

Thess. 2:13)  

Peter writing in his second letter to the churches affirmed that Scripture is God-breathed. He wrote: 

“… knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for prophecy 

never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy 

Spirit.”iii 
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As you proceed with any Bible study you can rest assured as there are hundreds of thousands of 

believers who have gone before you who can testify that they have found God’s Word completely 

true. The Scripture that you are holding in your hand, as you look upon a Bible translated by men 

and women of God across the ages, is God’s Word that He has seen fit to protect so that you can 

trust what it says. 

INERRANCY  

Very succinctly, let us state here the teaching to which we hold on inerrancy. We believe that the 

Bible is God’s Word and it is true. We believe that it is totally without error in the original 

autographs.  This is an extremely important connotation. It is, first of all, not what they used to 

call a cop out or in other words, a way to get around there really being errors of fact in the Bible 

and we try to hide it with the thousands of years and numerous translations. What it means is that 

when the first authors wrote their first letters, or books or psalms or whatever they wrote, they 

were moved along by the Holy Spirit to write exactly what God intended for them to write and that 

every single part of it, down to the punctuation marks (which in the ancient Hebrew and early 

Greek meant a great deal) are exactly what God intended. These punctuation marks are called jots 

and tittles. Jesus said that His Word would remain solid and strong and that until eternity future, 

not one “jot or tittle will pass away but all will be fulfilled.” (Matthew 5:18) 

Over the different translations have there been changes? In some more than others. There are 

quality texts you can get that match very closely to the original text. In fact, an examination of the 

current day texts with the Qum-ran scrolls showed no points of difference that made any change 

in the meaning of the text.  

This is where we come to the point that makes all the difference in the questions that were posed 

by the students of Scripture. Most questions arise out of a desire to better understand the text. The 

first rule in doing so is to approach the text with an open heart to allow the Holy Spirit to teach it 

to you. The second is to come with the tools necessary to read the biblical text correctly. Once we 

are able to provide the tools with a brief explanation of how they are applied, the clarity of the 

Scripture will be so much sharper.  

HERMENEUTICS 

Hermeneutics is a large word that can immediately cause some students to say, I just want to learn 

the Bible better not become a theologian, do we really have to do this? Consider hermeneutics 

simply your tool belt that will contain the specific tools you need to read a portion of Scripture and 

walk away with what it was God intended for you to know from it. That should make it worth it! 

What we are about to share with you will help you discern a proper use of Scripture from a bad 

one just about the first time, every time.  

Only One Meaning – Many Applications 
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This is an important concept of which we must grab hold. Every passage of Scripture written by a 

biblical author who is guided by the Holy Spirit down through time can only have one meaning. 

That is the meaning that the original author had for the original audience. Passages can have, 

however, a multitude of applications that adapt to the world around us. It does not change the truth 

of the Bible and it does away with the ‘what does this passage mean to you?’ methodology for 

biblical interpretation. 

 

HISTORICAL-GRAMMATICAL-LITERAL 

Don’t give up! Just hold on a minute.  

 HISTORICAL – What an author wrote he wrote at a specific point in time for a specific 

audience. Jeremiah wrote to the people of Israel just at the time of the Babylonian captivity. When 

we read it we must consider what would Jeremiah have intended for his audience at that time to 

understand? From their standpoint, what is it that they could have gotten from what he wrote? We 

cannot take what we know about the church and the New Testament and the Christ Messiah and 

wrap it around what Jeremiah wrote. 

PROGRESSIVE REVELATION – What Abraham understood about God was less than what 

Moses understood. Because God shared more about Himself as time went by. Often, He used His 

written word to describe who He was to His people a little bit at a time. What Moses knew about 

God was less than what King David knew and what King David knew was less than what Paul the 

Apostle knew (a lot less!). God’s revelation of Himself was progressive so for us to take what Paul 

wrote about the church and plug it into something Moses said, will not work.  

However, many churches who hold to a ‘Covenant Theology’ do just that when they say that since 

Israel rejected Christ and allowed Him to be crucified that all the promises God made to Israel in 

the Old Testament now go to the church and the Jews are out in the cold. But in the time God made 

those promises to Israel, He had only given a prophetic glimpse of the Messiah and not revealed 

anything specific to them about the timing. God in His nature would not change His promises 

because of what would happen. The Israelites to whom God made those promises didn’t have 

anything to do with what would happen. That would be totally unfair and God cannot go against 

His own nature and be unfair.  

Because God had revealed Himself to His people a little bit at a time, He dealt with them differently 

at different times. He was always true and holy but for example, in the time of Adam before the 

fall, God dealt differently with Adam than He did with man after the sin. The time between Adam 

and the great flood, the Bible tells us that ‘everyone did what was right in their own eyes.’ So it 

was a time of God dealing with man through their conscience. Later under Abraham it was by the  
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Promise God made that He dealt with man and under Moses and up until the time of Christ it was 

by the Law that God wrote on Mount Sinai. After Christ and now while we wait for Christ to 

return, God interacts with us in what we call the Church Age. Someday it will be through His reign 

in the Millennium and eventually in Eternity. So, you see, different ways at different times. We 

call each of these time periods as DISPENSATIONS. That is where we come up with the term, 

Dispensationalists. Actually, quite a simple concept! It is all very logical and biblical. An 

important not: in every dispensation, salvation was by grace through faith. 

 We give all of that to you now because it helps to understand the historical part of the way 

Scripture must be interpreted. If you grasp the foundation or format upon which this whole thing 

sets, it makes it easier to climb. If you have any questions about the historical part of the historical-

grammatical-literal; take time and go back over it. It is critical for grasping the rest of the tool. 

Don’t worry, we’ll wait. 

 

GRAMMATICAL 

Often times you might hear the argument that those who take the Bible interpretation as literal are 

crazy or off their nut! How can you take statements like Christ saying, “I am the door” literally? 

Well, the key to that is the grammatical approach. In grammar there are types of language usage 

such as poetry and narratives. There are also things such as hyperbole and metaphors. Jesus saying 

that He is the door is an obvious metaphor. When in hermeneutics we say that we hold to a 

grammatical approach to biblical interpretation, we simply mean that we understand that those 

parts of speech or writing exist and that biblical writers used them.  

LITERAL  

This is the one that some folks seem to get the most crazy about. A literal interpretation of Scripture 

is just what it says it is. When Christ says that He will come back to earth and stand on the Mount 

of Olives, He will physically return to earth and stand on the Mount of Olives. When He says that 

He will have a 1,000 year reign on earth while Satan is bound and at the end of that time Satan 

will be loosed and there will be one final battle and then Satan will be thrown with his angels and 

all the unbelievers into a real, never-ending lake of fire; then that is exactly what He will do. The 

Bible gives us plenty of examples to show that when He says it is so, you can take it to the bank 

that it will happen just as He has said it will happen. The same is true with creation. God said that 

the morning and the evening were the first day (i.e. 24 hours) and that in 6 days He created 

everything, then that is exactly what He did. Now, were there species that mutated or adapted to 

their environments as they changed over time? Yes, absolutely. Was there ever a time when 

evolution allowed one species to morph into another species? No, absolutely not. So, literal means 

literal, but it does not mean there is no room for things to become different as adaptation is 

necessary to survive.  
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There is your basic ‘hermeneutics tool-belt’ with which we can now begin to consider all the 

questions that are posed to us in the Bible study. Many of the questions will be able to be 

understood by the use of the tools from the tool belt. Others may require a bit more analyzing. 

Faith  

The Bible defines faith as: “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 

seen.” (Hebrews 1:1) Our Bible student remarks that it is faith that allows one to believe that God created 

the world in seven days, that He created it ex nihilo (out of nothing) and that heaven is received from God 

because of our faith, quoting several great passages on faith, including Ephesians 2:8-9 and Hebrews 11:6 

‘without faith it is impossible to please God.’  

Faith is going beyond ‘believing’ to a form of action. A simple but clear example is that of the physical 

properties of a chair. If you have a chair near where you are that is unoccupied, take a look at it. You can 

determine that it is, in fact, a chair. There are some religions that teach you cannot even know that but 

we will allow them to drink the Kool-Aid while we go on with more definitive study.  

Consider the chair there in front of you. You believe it to be a chair. Beyond that, you believe that this 

particular chair is of sturdy enough design that it can hold you up should you decide to sit on it. Its strength 

and your girth are comparable; so, it may creak a little, but still it will hold you up. You can say you believe 

in that chair, you might even say you have faith in that chair to hold you up. But, until you physically act 

on that faith by placing your Gluteus Maximus firmly into the flat portion of that chair and release all your 

weight until you are fully resting in the chair, your faith in that chair meant nothing. 

Consider the Apostles. They came from a wide variety of backgrounds, many were fishermen. They lived 

with Christ for three years. They saw Him calm the storm, raise the dead, heal the sick and the lame and 

they saw Him die. When He died some hid and some went back to their fishing boats. Then something 

happened that changed these men who were afraid, unsure and shrinking in their faith. Once they saw 

the risen Lord, everything changed. Every single one of them went on to completely live the rest of their 

lives full out for the gospel. Everyone but John died horrible deaths from crucifixions to beheadings and 

most knew it was coming ahead of time; but still they would not give up for the gospel. There was only 

one thing that could have possibly made that kind of change in these men. The actual reality of Christ in 

the flesh made it all Okay. Yes, the Holy Spirit came and indwelled them and empowered them, but it was 

their firm conviction, their faith that made the difference. Do you think they fully understood how God 

created the world in six days? Out of nothing? No, I’m sure they didn’t. But what they did know for a fact 

was the change that God had brought in their life. That faith was the evidence of things not seen. It was 

their proof. 

Let us examine another important point of Scripture that has to do with faith and that is our spiritual 

condition. The Bible tells us that before we are saved we are “dead in our trespasses and sins.” (Romans 

8:10, Ephesians 2:1) If we are spiritually dead, can we know our sinful condition? If we are spiritually dead, 

can we act on faith to believe? If we are spiritually dead is there anything we can do, at all? 
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The answer, across the board is ‘No.’ If we cannot even know that we are sinners in need of a Savior, 

because we are dead, how can we ever know? 

Ephesians 2 goes on to explain that Christ made us alive. The Bible explains that the Holy Spirit opens our 

eyes to our sin. So consider this… If you are aware that you are a sinner in need of a Savior, there is only 

one way that you can know that… because God chose you. He sent the Holy Spirit to you to awaken you 

from your spiritual death to allow you to see your spiritual condition.  Had God not chosen to do that you 

would remain in your ignorance of your spiritual condition! That is why Ephesians 2:8-9 can say it is by 

grace you are saved through faith. You must have God’s grace to give you faith. Without His grace you 

cannot have faith. Galatians 2:28-29 is a great verse to help us understand this:  

 “with Christ I have been crucified, and live no more do I, and Christ doth live in me; and that 

which I now live in the flesh—in the faith I live of the Son of God, who did love me and did give 

himself for me;”iv 

I have chosen the Young’s Literal Translation here because Young’s and the KJV have this correct, 

the other translations make a slight change to the text that is important; nothing to let you lose 

your faith over but important nonetheless. The literal is a little difficult to grasp so, allow me to 

follow it with the KJV: 

20 “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 

which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 

himself for me”v (emphasis added) 

My faith and your faith are not strong enough to carry us through. Our faith fails. But look at this 

verse closely, this life I now live in the flesh I live by faith…. Wait, whose faith? I live by “the faith 

of the Son of God” – It is by Christ’s faith that we live and are saved. His faith is strong and 

enduring our is a faltering faith. Other translations read, “I live by faith in the Son of God” Well, 

like I said, my faith isn’t strong enough. I must live by Christ’s faith. He gives me the faith to 

believe. Christ gives me the faith to believe in a six day creation. He gives me the faith to believe 

in heaven.  

Some say, if I cannot know my need for a Savior unless the Holy Spiirit makes me aware then how 

can God hold me accountable for not accepting Him? Allow me to qualify my statement just a 

bit. One of the things that God has done is to make us aware of Him. Through what we call 

General Revelation we can see the beauty of the world, for example and reason that there must 

be a creator God; a person  or something that has created it all. We have a notion that there is 

something that is missing in our lives, but we cannot discern exactly what it might be or might 

have been. We also receive from God what is called Special Revelation.  That is what the Bible 

would be called because God revealed Himself to persons who wrote of Him, prophets received 

direct instruction from God; special revelation. The Bible says that “God has not left Himself  
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without a witness.”vi We are born sinful, worthy of eternal punishment. So it is not that, by the 

Holy Spirit awakening us to our spiritual condition that means God condemns those He has not 

chosen. Rather, all men (all humans) are condemned already. Everyone. God has chosen to save 

some. So, the argument, by the Holy Spirit not coming to me, then God is condemning me for 

something I could not have known, is not correct. Each is already condemned. By coming to some 

of us, God saves some. The Bible explains that like a potter who can chose to make some vessels 

for honor and some for destruction, God has the authority to chose what He will do with His 

creation. That sounds harsh, but it is reality. It is also reality that Christ’s work on the cross was 

sufficient to save all men; if all people everywhere would be willing to accept Christ (and God 

would know this and act upon it) then all could be saved. But, God; being God, knows that they 

won’t. The Bible saysthat God is not willing that any should perish.vii  

Hell was neverdesigned for humans, only for Satan and his angels. I am certain God’s heart is 

nroken even sending Satan there; formerly the most beautiful, #1 angel. 

Eternal Life  

Christ is the first-born of the dead. He is the first who has been resurrected to glory (although 

others were brought back to life during Christ’s ministry, He is the first to be glorified with a 

heavenly body). His resurrection is proof of all that He proclaimed. He was testified to being dead 

by His family, friends and the Roman guards. His body was buried and sealed yet He arose. For 

us it is important to remember that His resurrection is not just a Bible story,  but a historical fact. 

It was witnessed by over 5,000 people in the forty days between His resurrection and His 

ascension.  

Over 5,000 witnesses and He told them about heaven as a real place and that hell is a real place. 

So… which would you choose?  

The story goes like this… One day, you die. You weren’t expecting it but, you did and there you 

are standing in front of God (not Saint Peter… that he is guarding the gate is an perhaps from 

Christ giving him the keys to heaven). So there you are, face to face with God. He says to you, 

“Why should I let you into my heaven?” 

What is your answer? 

It can’t be ‘I have faith’ because if you do have faith you only have it because He gave it to you. 

It can’t be ‘because I believe’ the Bible says that the demons believe and tremble.viii 

Can it be how much good you have done? Wait… the Bible says your righteousness is like filthy 

rags…ix 
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So… 

There can only be one answer. Christ paid the penalty for my sin and I accepted His gift of heaven 

beause He died in my place and took the punishment I should have had. 

You see, it is not about us! We forget that a lot! The whole plan of salvation has great benefits 

for us but, it is not about us! It is about God’s glory and honor and His magnificent grace! We are 

there as trophies to His grace! 

I’m not much for theology by way of “Christian pop music” but there is one song that I guess 

fortunately or unfortunately it was made popular by a formerly big ‘Christian pop’ star who fell 

headlong into sin and as far as I know has not surfaced. The song itself states this theological 

point very well. It is titled, “One Drop of Blood.” You can find it now on ITunes sung by the 

Triumphant Quartet and by couple of others. It explains how we are declared righteous because 

of Christ’s blood payment and not by any other means. When God allowed Christ to be 

resurrected that was proof that God, in His holiness, accepted the payment of Christ’s perfect 

sacrifice. You see, without that, God could not bare to have any unholy thing, including us, in His 

presence. It is why God had to turn His back on Christ when He took on all the sin of the world. 

But now that the payment has been made, God’s holiness is secured.  

Speaking of Secured 

If there is one place where Satan has had a field day it is in creating havoc and worry within 

Christian churches, demonimations and in the hearts and minds of Christians themselves when 

it comes to whether or not a person can “lose” their salvation. A long time ago, Satan realized 

that if he could not take a born-again believer away from God or in other words, help him to ‘lose 

his salvation’ then the next best thing he could do was to rob those Christians of their peace and 

joy by making them worry about whether or not they may have crossed some line and lost their 

salvation! And what was Stan’s biggest accomplishment in this area? He got some of the early 

church leaders, mostly of the Roman Catholic Church early on to consider it this way… if we tell 

all of the congregation that once they are saved thy are always saved, then well, they will go and 

live their lives any way they want in sin and debauchery; they won’t come to church, they won’t 

give money to the church… oh me, oh my, worry worry worry! Let’s keep them guessing about 

whether or not they’re saved and they will do whatever we tell them!  

Okay, I know that sounds harsh and I’m not just picking on the Roman Catholics because many 

religions did it and many still do it to this day. There is only one real problem with it… that is NOT 

what the Bible teaches.  

Before I go into the teaching of Scripture on the subject of eternal security, allow me to dispell 

some of the notions of those early church leaders.. one has to wonder where they are now, those 

leaders of hundreds of years ago. Did God overlook their ignorance?  
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If people know they are saved forever, they’ll go and live lives of moral decadence. If a person is 

truly born-again and has the Holy Spirit residing within him; that person has come to the 

realization of how great a sinner he was and how great and magnificent God’s love it. Knowing 

that, the Chrisitan will love God and never desire to do anthing to hurt the heart of his Savior. 

Let’s face it, if you truly love someone, you will not go out and purposely do everything you can 

to hurt them… right? Notice, though, I started that explanation with, “If a person is truly born-

again…” When the NT authors wrote about works and knowing a believer by his works; they were 

making it clear that if someone did not live a life of obedience to God then that person should 

truly examine his own heart to deermine if he is a child of the King.  

Now, about this ‘child of the King’ concept that is in Scripture. “But as many as received Him, to 

them He gave the right  to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were 

born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”x (Emphasis 

added) John 1:12  There are lots of companion verses but let’s just hang with this one for a few 

minutes. Those who receive Christ, we have already learned that you cannot receive Christ unless 

you know you are a sinner and you learn that Christ is the salvation. We learned that the only 

way to know those things is for the Holy Spirit to wake you from your spiritual death and tell you 

those things.  

So, first of all, God has already chosen you or He would not have had the Holy Spirit come and 

give you a kick in the side! And then when you receive Christ, HE (Christ/God Himself) gives you 

the RIGHT (a legal term) to become the children of God. Hang on to the ‘right’ as a legal 

instrument for a minute, I’ll ge back to that too. The next verse there says that your spiritual birth 

is not by the will of the flesh, not by the will of man. Let us suppose that you could actually lose 

your salvation. It would be because of something you did. In other words, you would lose your 

salvation by either the will of the flesh or the will of man. If those two things are not strong 

enough to make you a child of God, how can they be strong enough to tear you away from Him? 

I said I would get back to the legal right concept for becoming a child of God, so here it is. Have 

you ever met anyone who was unadopted? When a child is adopted, that child is given the   legal 

right to be the heir of their adoptive parents. Christ uses the same words as we become no longer 

servants but joint heirs with Him to the kingdom! So, Okay, in our twisted society maybe someone 

could toss back an adopted child… that is not the kind of parent our God is! But think of it this 

way… if as a child of your parents, or as a parent of your children, is there anything at all humanly 

possible for the child to do that they would stop being the child of their parents? They might 

break the relationship as far as communicating with each other or being togethe; but, my children 

will always be my children no matter what. When we become children of God then we can read 

Romans 8:38-39 with great joy. I’ll add it here just to save you from looking it up. They are some 

of my favorite verses! This will be in the New King James Version: 
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“For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 

powers, nor things present,  nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 

created thing, shall be able to sepearate us from the love of God which is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.”xi 

I love the way Paul is writing that to the Roman believers. He knew he was going to heaven! 

By the way, in the verse there it says, nor any other created thing… that, I believe would 

include you and me; so we cannot separate ourselves from the love of God.  

John wrote in 1 John 5:13, “These things are written to you who believe in the name of the 

Son of God, that you might know you have eternal life and that you may continue to believe 

in the name of the Son of God.”xii   

When we apply our historical, grammatical, literal hermeneutic to these verses we know 

that we are not just ‘proof-texting’ but that we are saying what the Bible teaches. Proof 

texting, by the way, is not sending your friend a mathmatical equation by cellphone but  is 

the picking verses out of context to twist them into something you want the Bible to say 

when it does not. 

There are some particular verses that have caused many folks trouble when it comes to the 

fear of losing their salvation because a simple reading of the text seems to place it as 

possibility. Let’s take a look at a few of those just to get our heads around it and be better 

able to share with those who might bring them up. 

Perhaps the best place to start is with the parable that Christ uses of the types of soil upon 

which the seed of the gospel is sown. One of those is rocky soil and the text in Luke says that 

“When they hear, receive the word with joy and these have no firm root; they believe for a 

while, and in time temptation they fall away.” 

The key points here are first that they received but they had no firm root. They did not fully 

receive, that is to be spiritually re-born. You see the Bible tells us that even the demons 

believe in Christ. They know who He is and believe He is the Son of God. But they cannot 

believe unto salvation to receive the gift of eternal life and be born again with the spiritual 

rebirth, the spiritual baptism which is the baptism that saves, not the water baptism we 

do as a testimony to our salvation.  

In Hebrews the writer talks about an unbelieving heart falls away but we know that if in fact 

it is an unbelieving heart than it is not a truly saved person to begin with. 

Also, in Hebrews chapter 6 there is a passage that has caused quite a stir at times but when 

we take the ‘hermeneutical tools’ for which we are preparing ourselves to read correctly  the 

Word and we look at the passage in verses 6:1-20; we have the whole picture of what the  
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author is talking about. We must take all of the context of the verses not just individual 

sound bytes. What is it that the Hebrews author is writing about in chapter 6… well it actually 

begins in chapter 5 and verse 12 when he starts to write about spiritual immaturity. The 

author was admonishing long time believers to move on and be about becoming perfected, 

meaning complete, in their spiritual growth. They were lagging behind, not eating the meat 

of doctrine but having to be fed with the milk of the basic gospel. 

Watch what the author says beginning in 6:1 “Therefore” (that makes us look back at what 

he just wrote… they should be eating solid foods… so therefore, ”leaving the discussion of 

the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation 

of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God….” The author wanted them to get 

past the basics and move on to what will help them grow in Christ. He writes, beginning in 

verse 4, that once you are saved and you fall back, you are not growing, you are not 

becoming mature in the Spirit, that you can’t go back and just keep starting over again; you 

have to grow and move forward because if you don’t…  it is not that you will lose your 

salvation but… God can do what Bill Cosby, a comedian in a sit-com used to threaten his 

children he would do… he said to them, ‘I brought you into this world, I’ll take you out!’  

God has a mission for His church here on earth. It is serious business. If you are a soldier who 

is in God’s infantry and you keep forgetting how to do the most basic things a soldier should 

do, then the mission comes first. God the commander will remove that soldier from the front 

lines. Yes, the soldier still goes to heaven because once saved, always saved, BUT he loses 

the rewards and joy he might have had if he had stayed in the battle, fought the good fight, 

finished the race as Paul said he had done. Hebrews 6 is not about losing your salvation, it is 

about losing your opportunity to remain on earth and serve God.  

Another similar instances is in Romans where Paul explains about those who are grafted 

back in again to the spiritual tree if they do not remain in unbelief. That is an entire section 

on God saving the Israelite nation, after the Tribulation, grafting them back into the program 

of God. It has nothing to do with individual salvation. 

A concern arose over the passage in Ephesians where it speaks of being drunk with wine 

which, in one English text uses the word ‘dissipation’ and the reference made it appear that 

such actions could cause the Spirit’s presence to dissipate within the believer. Again, when 

we use hermenuetical tools and look to the original language rather than an English 

translation, we see that the word translated ‘dissipation’ is better translated ‘debauchery’ 

or even ‘excess’ so it is referring to the horrific way in which drunkards can act. Paul says 

don’t be filled with that kind of thing but be filled instead with the Spirit.  
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I believe that we can see how the use of hermeneutics, a historical, grammatical, and literal 

reading of the Scriptures can help us come to understand some of these difficult passages. 

Sadly, most of the difficulty in them has come from the way in which people both inside and 

outside the ‘church’ have twisted them and made them difficult.  

Who is Christ? 

One of the wonderful things about having a lifetime to read and study the Scripture is that 

by taking the time to truly study, we can learn so much more about who Christ is than we 

might ever begin to know by attending church once a week or a Bible study from time to 

time. You see, we have talked about how the Bible is a work of progressive revelation,  that 

over time God showed us, His creation, who He is in the three person Trinity of the Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. From the very beginning, in Genesis, we read that it was all three who 

took part in creation. We read how in Genesis 1:1, God created the heaven and the earth 

and in verse 2 “the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.”xiii Later we read 

in  verse 26 that God said, “Let us make man in our image” a reference to Christ and God 

together and with the Holy Spirit. In John 1 we read that In the beginning was the Word 

(capital W) and the Word was with God and the Word was God. It is an introduction to Christ 

Himself. Then in John 1:3 we read that “All things were made through Him, and without Him 

nothing was made that was made.”xiv In verse fourteen of John 1 we read that the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us. The Bible has such fascinating narratives of even in the 

Old Testament times when Christ would appear to man in one event or another. It was Christ 

that wrestled with Jacob in the desert. There is a passage I love in Zechariah chapter 1 where 

the pre-incarnate Christ is seen as a Commander of angels. The angels, on horseback, come 

to Christ among the myrtle trees to report what they have seen on their patrols across the 

earth. The first ever mounted patrols. Absolutely an awesome mental picture! 

There is no doubt the from Scripture, the pre-incarnate pictures of Christ and the prophecies 

of His life in the Old Testament and the fulfillment of it to every single event at His coming, 

His healing, His teaching, His resurrection and His ascension all prove beyond any doubt that 

He is exactly who He said He is, “… he who has seen Me, has  seen the Father.”xv 

 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is 
above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those 
in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.xvi 
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Concluding Thoughts 

I cannot think of a better closing to these NOTES than that quote from Paul writing to the church 
at Philippi. We have covered a great deal of ground in these few pages and just under 8,000 
words. My prayer is that what I have shared has helped prepare you, the reader, for digging 
deeper; enjoying more fully your study; and never being afraid to ask the tough questions. God 
has nothing to hide, nor to fear from your sincere questions. His Bible is the single source of real 
truth for mankind for all time. I hope that as long as I am around and for however long these 
‘Notes’ may float around to be accessible to you to discuss questions you might have. I don’t 
know all the answers but, I know where we can find them and we can dig it out more clearly 
together than we can alone. 

May God bless you richly as you seek to know Him, to love Him and to serve Him. 

In His Precious Name, 

Rev. Ross L. Riggs, D Min. 
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End-“Notes”  

i   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanakh et.al. 
ii  The Roman Catholic Church denies that Christ had any earthly half-brothers (Scripture references to    

Christ’s family, brothers and James as the brother of Christ are many however) 
iii  NKJV 2 Peter 1:20-21 LOGOS Bible Software 
iv  YLT Galatians 2:20 
v   KJV Galatians 2:20 
vi  NKJV Acts 14:17 
vii  NKJV 2 Peter 3:9 
viii NKJV James 2:19 
ix  NKJV Isaiah 64:6 
x   NKJV John 1:12 
xi  NKJV Romans 8:38-39 
xii  NKJV 1 John 5:13 
xiii NKJV Genesis 1:2 
xiv NKJV John 1:3 
xv NKJV John 14:9 
xvi NKJV Philippian 2:9-11 
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